Community challenge | Coming to the aid of Haiti's refugees
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When the earthquake shook Haiti, people all over the world responded and still continue to lend whatever support they can to help. The response of sending food, money, aid, doctors, equipment, volunteers, professionals, prayers and healing thoughts is the common thread in humanity that transforms the world into the place we want to believe is possible on Earth.

At the local level individuals are giving money through various agencies, using their talents to sponsor benefits to raise money, donating their skills and resources in order to take part in the recovery efforts.

At Kentucky Refugee Ministries, we meet people every day who have lost everything they once depended on for living: homes, jobs, security, possessions, family members, important documents necessary for identity and accomplishments, health and more. They come to the United States, vulnerable but resilient. They are determined to make it.

KRM is preparing to receive people from Haiti within the next few weeks through Church World Service.

Related

· Items for “boxes of hope” that are supplied to the new homes of area refugees
· Volunteer opportunities at Ky. Refugee Ministries
· Guidelines for donations for refugees
We feel a familiar energy as we prepare for their arrival, one mixed with humility, gratitude and optimism— humility because these people are entrusting us with their lives to help them navigate a difficult and complex road; gratitude for the opportunity to serve our brothers and sisters in need of hands to hold on to while they get back on their feet; and optimism because we know that with the hope they have inside of them coupled with the commitment of this community to lend the necessary resources and support for their success, together they will indeed make it.

Already we have volunteers calling to see what they can donate and how they can help. Family Health Services and Norton Health Care have offered to make time and space and expertise available to provide a rapid response to the pressing medical issues.

This community is so gracious and generous.

If you want to help, consider donating furniture and household items in good repair such as sofas, kitchen tables and chairs, lamps, bulbs, pots and pans, silverware, bathroom supplies, towels, blankets, sheets, warm coats and money.

We will put these families in apartments furnished with donated items that are in good condition, to preserve the little bit of money they are given to assist in their resettlement.

If you would like to participate in the local response to assist Haitians resettling in Louisville, please call Kentucky Refugee Ministries' office at 502-479-9180 Ext. 15 to make a donation, and Ext. 53 to volunteer. Also, please see the accompanying lists and guides for ways to help. You may drop off donations at the KRM office at 969 B Cherokee Road, Louisville, between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday through Friday.

I feel fortunate to work in a little corner of the world where so much good comes together and makes such a profound impact in peoples' lives.
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